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I routinely review cases of Soviet Jews see~ing to emigrate 
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to Israel and the United States. Cases are brou~ht to my attention 

by organizations sue~ as the Union of Councils for Soviet Jewry, and 

Jewish Fe~eration Council, both in Los Angeles and in other cities. 

One case ~hich recently came to my attention made a narticularly 

strong i Nl' ression. 

I have substantial re~son t o believe t hat ~avid ~regoriovich 

Vaksm.an is a relative of Jll ine. The T·!ax·nar.. si ~l e of my fanily comes 

from t he city of '(isi1 i nev -- Nhere !lavi-1 resides. Thou~h several 
. \ :laxmans eMi grated to the United States ana Canada early in this 

century , a considerable ryortion of the family remaine~ behind. 

David Vaksman's case is not an unusual one. He has been de-

nied. an exit visa on t he 2: rounds that he possesses 11 State secrets:1
• 

The :rl.ussians contend t hat he acquire ~. these ' ' secrets:; through his 

routine Army service a l~ost ten years a~o. I have circulated a 

letter on David's behalf among my Congressional collea~ues. I am 

also ~ating efforts to contact ~avid J irectly. 

Of course, we are ultimately all relatives, anrt must all take 

responsi~ility for each other. Yet , emotionally the 9ossibility of 

actual close ~: inshin with a refusenik has harl a ~rofoun~ effect on 

rne. It is so very easy for me to i~a~ ine myself as a refuseni~: 

from Kish inev rather t :.1.an a CongressE<an f rom t he 1:nited States 

if family ~i ~~ratio!! ","l atterns had just been sli ~11tly different . 
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Pnge Two. 

From "''hat I have bien able to learn so far, David Vaksman is 

not political or a reli2io~s leader, but, rather, is simply an 

in~ividual seekin~ a freer life. ~avid is thirty years old, and 

works as an electrician. Be hagan his efforts to obtain an exit 

visa in Se~tember of 1973. ~e do not ~now whe~her or not ~is narents 

and brother with 'tvhom he lives have also sought permission to leave. 

Pnfortunately, I must end this article on a negative note. The 

number of Jews beinz allov!ed to leave the Soviet l'nion is at the 

lowest point it has been since the current mass ~igration began. 

Right now it seems unlikely that t he fina l 19Cl figure will reach 

the 10,000 mark. Yet, in 1~7~~ over 50,000 Jews were allowed to 

leave. No one is cert~ ia ahout the factors which have resulted in 

t~e dramatic shift i n Soviet ~olicy. I do ~now the o~ds are 

against David Gre~oriovich Va~sman -- a young man in the ~rime of 

his life seeki~1~ not11ing :nore t~an 1'!!-)at qost of us have and too 

often take for grant ed -- ~ersonal liberty and economic on~ortunity . 
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